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What a special day! Edna received her OAM from   

Thomas George MP but it wasnôt that easy. Edna       

decided she didnôt want to fly to Sydney to receive the 

award from the Governor; she wanted Thomas to pre-

sent it to her at the Queen Street hospice shop sur-

rounded by the op shop volunteers, her family and 

friends. A special dispensation had to be sought for the 

investiture to be performed in slightly less salubrious 

surroundings! Thomas made a lovely speech, saying 

that this was the proudest duty he had performed in his 

20 years in parliament. We are all very proud of YOU, 

Edna Margaret Gorton OAM! 

Ednaôs Day to Remember 

As the year comes to an end itôs now time to again re-
view what we have been up to for the last 12 months. 

Wow, we've been very busy with some fabulous mile-

stones and awards to celebrate. Without a doubt the 

most exciting was our darling Edna being awarded an 
OAM in the Queen's Birthday Honours List. Such a 

well-deserved honour and we're so proud to have her on 

board running our op shops. 

A huge milestone for us was the 20th anniversary of 

TPS's service to our community. We celebrated in style 
with a big afternoon tea party. Founding member and 

past President Helen Lewis flew up from Canberra to 

join us. My mum also flew up from Adelaide to cele-

brate. 

The year began with another successful Stone & Wood 
Open Day at the brewery in Murwillumbah. TPS had a 

wonderful produce stall with beer chutney, beer bread, 
salted caramel fudge and the Lions Club boys cooked 

up more than 600 gourmet sausage sangers. We all 

worked like a well-oiled machine, had a great day and 

the total raised for Wedgetail was over $30,000.  

The Lions Club have been very busy helping us this 
year. The Lion's Line of Coins in the main street raised 

over $1000 and when we had a cake stall fundraiser to 

raise money for our struggling farmers with our hay 

bale sale the Lions barbecue was there again cooking up 
the snags. Cakes came from far and wide: some of our 

customers from the op shop donated cakes to sell, our 

volunteers cooked and sold cakes, biscuits, jam and 
fruit. We donated the total day's takings of more 

than $4000 to our farmers. A pretty amazing team effort 

as we pulled this sale together in less than a week!  

    (Continued page 2) 

Meredithôs Christmas Message 
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Waz with Chris Mur-

phy and Sue Phillips, 

Reiki therapist at one 

of our Sunshine 

Days. 

The end of an era! 

Recently Waz Lewis announced that he was retiring 
from instructing The FDIA Charity Boxing Fitness 

Classes due to high input of work commitments, volun-

teer commitments, and family.  

For many years Waz and his crew have fund-raised for 

TPS and Wedgetail and as a volunteer with us he has 

taken on a variety of roles. 

His volunteering has spanned 25 years from 1994 to 
2019.  During that time FDIA Charity Boxing Fitness 

has raised money for The Royal Alexandra Hospital for 

Children Camperdown and Westmead, The Salvation 
Army, Oasis Youth Centre, Tweed Rescue Squad, SES 

Murwillumbah, Riding for the Disabled, Mount Warn-

ing Respite House, Murwillumbah Rural Volunteer Fire 

Brigade, Tweed Valley Wildlife Carers, Tweed Friends 
of the Pound, Tweed Friends of the Hound, Tweed-

Murwillumbah Cancer Support Group and, of course, 

TPS and Wedgetail raising over $23,000 for us.  

 

With members of the FDIA 

Charity Boxing Fitness crew. 

But this is not goodbye, Waz continues to volunteer at 
the op shop, delivering medical equipment and pick-

ing up donated goods. 

(Continued from page 1) 

Our local paper, the Tweed Valley Weekly, has shown 

us wonderful support again this year advertising our 
functions and reporting on our many activities. Thanks 

Jonathon and your team. 

We have had many fundraisers organised for us during 

the year. Just a few were Mountainview Village choir 

fundraiser, two trivia nights at the Murwillumbah Golf 
Club, a high tea and fashion parade at Palm Lakes Re-

sort, Mustang charity day, Ladies of League lunch at 

Tweed River Jockey Club, Collectors Fair and Rotary 
AM barbecue. We had a couple of movie fundraisers at 

The Regent cinema, a big garage sale at a house in 

Ocean Shores, afternoon tea and auction at Broadwater 

Village and a wonderful concert put on by the Murwil-

lumbah Philharmonic Choir. 

Our fundraising team headed up by Helen, Jan and 

Colin have been very busy. They ran an Easter raffle 

raising over $8000, a Father's Day raffle, a Royal High 

Tea at Kingscliff and as we go to press are selling tick-
ets for a holiday raffle valued at over $4000. What a 

fantastic job done by these guys. Well done and thank 

you. 

 

We had another fabulous winning Banana Queen, Sarah 

Jane Guinea, at the revamped Tweed Banana Festival 

raising funds for Wedgetail. Thank you to all involved. 

With all of these activities we did squeeze in another 
afternoon tea for Palliative Care Week, ran two Sun-

shine Days, trained 23 new volunteer carers, opened up 

another op shop in Cliffords Lane in Murwillumbah and 

held a memorial service and afternoon tea at Wedgetail. 

Thank you to all of our wonderful volunteers, our car-
ers, cooks, raffle ticket sellers, op shop volunteers, 

handymen and gardeners. Vince and his team of op 

shop pick up and equipment delivery boys have done a 
truly amazing job this year - thank you. Thank you once 

again to a wonderful Management Committee, the fabu-

lous volunteers in the office, in the community and at 

Wedgetail. A truly incredible team!  

Merry Christmas to all of our supporters and members. 

Meredith 
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Wedge- Tales 
Stories from the Hospice  

It was the first day of summer and 50 friends, family, 
nurses and volunteers came together for a memorial ser-

vice for those who lived their last days at Wedgetail. 

Even those who hadn't lost a loved one were deeply 

moved by the simple, elegant ceremony.  
 

Debra Summerfield opened with Welcome to Country. 

Amanda and Meredith welcomed the guests. Philip and 
Amanda presented a reading and a poem. Nurses Philip, 

Kerry, Gina and Annie named the departed - an in-

tensely emotional moment for us all. Despite the heat 
and wind, Debra managed to keep the Smoking Cere-

mony very well contained.  

 

Interspersed throughout the short ceremony, 15 year old 
India Dupriez performed four songs including a power-

ful rendition of Leonard Cohenôs óHallelujahô helped 

along by the guests. We first met India a short while ago 

at a Wedgetail fundraiser at Kingscliff TAFE. We were 
so impressed with her voice that we invited her to be 

part of the Memorial Service. India has been offered a 

recording contract in Nashville but has had to fundraise 
to pay for the trip. 

 

After the ceremony a magnificent afternoon tea was 
served, featuring a rich, moist fruit cake smothered in 

butter icing courtesy of volunteer chef, Debra (a lady of 

many talents). 

Wedgetail Memorial Service  


