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 A palliative care legend visits Wedgetail 

I have the most exciting news to tell you all and how 

better to announce it than in our 2014 end of year issue?  

Wedgetail Retreat Hospice will be opening fully staffed 

with Registered and Enrolled nurses and accepting pal-

liative patients for end-of-life care from February 2015.  

When we opened our first little op shop on top of the 

hill near the hospital in 2006 to help raise funds to sup-

port TPS, who would have believed that only a few 

years later we would purchase Wedgetail Retreat? After 

only five and a half years of fundraising and many thou-

sands of trailer loads of goods being delivered to the op 

shops, we have paid off the million dollar loan and own 

the property outright! 

After caring for my own darling Dad at Wedgetail last 

year, I know first hand what a huge difference it makes 

when someone you love passes away in a beautiful tran-

quil environment surrounded by family as opposed to a 

busy, noisy hospital or nursing home. We are all so ex-

cited and proud of what we have achieved and so should 

all of you who have supported us over the years.  

Now the really hard work begins. We must continue to 

fundraise to pay for nursing wages as there is still no 

sign of government funding. Please encourage your 

family and friends to support Wedgetail Retreat, the 

first community-run hospice in NSW.  Hereôs how to do 

it: regular donation, supporting raffles, shopping in or 

donating to our op shops, buying TPS Christmas cards 

or gift cards or making a bequest in their will.   

Don't forget our home based service which is going 

from strength to strength keeping clients in their own 

homes as long as possible. Very exciting times to come! 

Thank you, thank you, thank you to everyone who has 

supported us this year and over the years. I wish you all 

a very  happy holiday season and see you all next year. 

Cheers, Meredith 

Itôs official: Hospice opens in February 2015! 

 

On November 28th we had the privilege of hosting top pallia-

tive care advocate, Professor Ian Maddocks AM at Wedgetail 

Retreat.  He gave a talk on ñDying Wellò exclusively for TPS. 

 Professor Maddocks is an internationally renowned palliative 

care specialist and amongst his many accolades was appointed 

Senior Australian of the year 2013.  Professor Maddocks 

shared his broad knowledge with special guests TPS Patron, 

Margot Anthony AM, her husband Doug Anthony and Geoff 

Provest MP, along with Northern Rivers and Gold Coast 

medical, community members and TPS volunteers. 

(Cont on page 2) 



(Cont from page 1) 

ñI am delighted to be hosted by Tweed Palliative Sup-

port and discussing the medical, family and community 

perspective of dying well. Itôs about care of the dying 

and how you can make terminal illness into something 

that is positive and where a family can see the departure 

of their loved one going well,ò Prof Maddocks said. 

As usual TPS volunteers put on a tremendous spread 

with delicious cakes for morning tea followed after the 

talk by a delightful summer lunch. 

In an NBN interview, Geoff Provest MP stated in rela-

tion to seeking government funding, ñI will be taking a 

lot of these ideas to the Health Minister in Sydney and I 

really congratulate Tweed Palliative Support.ò 

Professor Maddocks was also kept busy by his many 

TV, radio and newspaper interviews.  He later com-

mented to Meredith about the visit: ñI thoroughly en-

joyed the opportunity, and was much impressed (as 

must be everyone) by the company of dedicated indi-

viduals you have gathered to share the project of Wedg-

etail Retreat with you.ò  

 Check out the link below 

http://www.nbnnews.com.au/
index.php/2014/11/28/new-palliative
-care-hospice-for-tweed/  

Prof Maddocks, Dr Alan Secombe, Margot Anthony 

Prof Maddocks with Geoff Provest MP Doug Anthony, Meredith , Geoff Provest, MP 



As 2014 draws to a close itôs good to reflect on some 

very special events of this year. The end of August saw 

the culmination of months of hard work for Jorja 

McLeod. 

Jorjaôs entry in the Tweed Valley Banana Festival as a 

fundraiser for Tweed Palliative Support/Wedgetail Re-

treat was motivated by her mum Jodiôs friend Kim 

Miller, who passed away from cancer 3 years ago. Kim 

was passionate about raising money to support Wedge-

tail and her passion inspired Jodi and in turn Jorja to 

take up the mantle. 

Jorja is a young woman with energy, drive and determi-

nation. In a beauty pageant her personality, good looks 

and charisma would be enough to get her a crown. But 

this contest is not about that. Sheôs a óroll up the sleeves 

girlô and her relentless fundraising efforts resulted in a 

cheque for an amazing $15,221.85. This would truly 

have to be a record of funds raised by a single individ-

ual in an area with a demographic such as ours. 

One only has to imagine the Morning Teas, Raffles, 

High Teas, bake-offs and car washes that have to hap-

pen to make up this result. Jorja worked tirelessly for 

months on behalf of Tweed Palliative Support and 

Wedgetail Retreat to achieve this outcome. 

At the Gala Dinner for the Tweed Valley Banana Festi-

val the cheer that erupted when Jorja was crowned 

Charity Queen really did óraise the roofô. It could be 

heard from Tweed Heads via Tyalgum to Wooyung! 

Volunteers from TPS attending the dinner were thrilled 

to accept the cheque from Jorja and there were a few 

damp eyes in the Civic Centre. 

Jorja also took out the title of Tweed Valley Banana 

Festival Chaperoneôs Choice Award: an award that is a 

testament to Jorjaôs kind and generous nature. Her fam-

ily and many friends and supporters accompanied Jorja 

on the night. 

TPS is extremely grateful to Jorja for her amazing ef-

forts in raising much needed funds for Wedgetail Re-

treat and the many individuals and their families who 

benefit from this very special resource in their time of 

need. 

TPS extends a special thank you to Murwillumbah 

Apex Club who sponsored Jorja and whose support to 

Jorja was invaluable. Also, a big thank you to Jodi, 

Jorjaôs mum whose organisational skills have been so 

important on this successful fundraising journey.  

Well done, Jorja! 

Jacqueline Kane 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tweed Valley Banana Festival Charity Queen ï Raised the Roof! 

Top: Jorja is crowned Charity Queen. Below: Jorja flanked 
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Photos by Rhen Francis 

There is a sacredness in tears. They are not the mark of weakness but of 
power. They speak more eloquently than ten thousand tongues. They are the 
messages of overwhelming grief, of deep contrition and of unspeakable love. 
Washington Irvine  


